At the time of the marriage there were only a few weeks of happiness. In five weeks the mother became pregnant. As soon
ings she was included in the cast. For an hour and a half she was on the stage and at no time during this period was there a masturbatory gesture. Since she had never even approached this record in the school's knowledge of the case the teacher could not understand why she had been able, under these conditions, to refrain from her ingrained and apparently unconscious habitual behavior. After our study of the case in the clinic, however, this is precisely the reaction we should have expected.
To get at the probable roots of her difficulty it is necessary to go rather fully into the family situation. If our interpretation of the facts disclosed seems a bit conjectural it is still interesting to note that an attack on the case from the standpoint of this interpretation has brought about a decrease in the habit.
Both parents
were born in Germany. The '' shame.'' At nineteen she married her first husband who brought her to America. Her husband was "crazy" for children but she did not become pregnant. He had her examined by a physician, and he also talked to the neighbors saying that a woman who could not have a child must be "crazy in her head." He died after two years.
When she became pregnant so quickly after the second marriage she was elated, and the first child born was, and always has been, a source of great pleasure and gratification to her in spite of the husband's attitude. This girl, now eleven years old, is prettier than Loretta and is a happy and out-going child. The second pregnancy was far from welcome, however. The mother has a great reserve of stubborn pride. She stood a great deal of abuse at this time with-out out-cry in order to "save her face'' with the neighbors. She now tells of how she walked the floor tearing her hair and wishing to die. It is not unreasonable to infer that she blamed the coming of the child for her hopeless situation, and that the child had small chance of being awaited with loving expectancy. To cap the climax of this difficult period, at the birth of the child, labor was prolonged, the child was heavy, instruments were used and the mother nearly died.
The mother freely admits that she has never been able to love this child as she does the other girl, and that others have noticed and spoken of her favoritism.
Immediately after the final desertion of her husband, the mother found work in a shirt factory, and since she owned her home with only a small mortgage, she became economically independent. At first the children were locked alone in the house while the mother worked. There are lots of rats in her backyard. She has dreamed of the death of several people. When asked if she had ever dreamed of her mother's dying she grinned and said "She will not die !"
Her three wishes were (1) That the bad little boy would not do these things any more, (2) There is still some doubt as to the outcome of the case, since the mother may never be able to love this child as she does the other.
On the other hand we hope that as Loretta's personality improves the mother's pride in her may be stimulated. At any rate we feel that we understand the underlying causes of the masturbation and that from now on there will be more normal emotional development.
